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New Jersey Gifted and Talented Legislation 
On January 13, 2020, Governor Murphy signed the “Strengthening Gifted and Talented Education Act” 

Chapter 338 C.18A:35-35

Defines a Gifted and Talented student as a “student who possesses or 
demonstrates a high level of ability in one or more content areas when 
compared to their chronological peers in the school district and who require 
modifications of their educational program if they are to achieve in 
accordance with their capabilities. ”

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/docs/GiftedTalentedLegislation-Chapter%20338.pdf


What does this mean in Haddon Township?

As part of the Haddon Township School District mission to expand minds, 
cultivate problem-solvers, and inspire leaders, we recognize that all 
students have unique skills and needs.  The QUEST program will provide for 
the needs of students who have demonstrated that their high level of 
ability requires a differentiated learning path that will challenge them to 
meet their full potential and thrive.



Students in grades K-8 who are identified through the identification process will be 
provided with a programming plan that is developed on an individual basis in 
collaboration with the classroom teacher(s), gifted and talented teacher, 
building-based team, and parent/guardians.  This may include:

● Differentiated instruction

● Specialized lessons

● Instructional adaptations

● Program modifications. 

QUEST Plan



Very Bright vs. Gifted Learners

Source: Szabos, J. (1989). Bright child, gifted learner. Challenge, 34. Good Apple.







Haddon Township Identification Process

● Haddon Township students who demonstrate ability or 

aptitude at the 97th percentile or above based on two 

nationally normed assessments used for the identification of 

gifted students will be eligible for the QUEST program.

● Three possible entry points to begin the process

○ School Data Review

○ Teacher Nomination

○ Parent Nomination



Measures used in Haddon Township

● Multiple measures that examine aptitude, ability, 
achievement and performance.

● A non-verbal test of general ability that does not rely on 
language.

● Measures may contain more than one level to 
accommodate different grade and/or age students.







SIGS (Scales for Identifying Gifted Students) 

● Nationally normed for ages 5-18 to measure talent in students

● Can assess up to seven areas including general intellectual ability, language arts, 
mathematics, science, social studies, creativity, and leadership.

● Screeners are given to parents/guardians to be completed for the home and to the 
student’s teacher(s) to be completed for school.  

● Both the home and school scales must indicate that the student shows talent in a 
particular area at or above the 97th percentile in order to be used as one of the two 
indicators for eligibility in the QUEST program.



NNAT (Nagliari Nonverbal Abilities Test) 

● Nationally normed and designed to provide a brief nonverbal measure of general ability for students in 
grades K-12.  

● Students are compared to other students within 3 months of their own age.

● Assesses a student’s problem-solving and visual-spatial reasoning abilities to determine how a student 
thinks instead of what s/he knows

● Universal screener given as a group administered aptitude test to all students at the end of second grade  
(Current third graders will be assessed in December of 2022)

● Can be administered to other students individually as necessary



TOMAGS (Test of Mathematical Abilities 
for Gifted Students)

● Nationally normed and designed to assess mathematical talent in children age 6 
through 12 years old (Grades 1-6)

● Examines the student’s ability to use flexibility in mathematical reasoning and transfer 
previously learned knowledge to new situations

● Open-ended questions presented in a problem-solving format

● Aligned to the NCTM (National Council of Teachers of Mathematics) Standards



SAGES (Screening Assessment for Gifted 
Elementary and Middle School Students)

● Nationally normed and designed to identify students age 5 through 14 who are gifted in academic 
ability, general ability, and/or reasoning

● Up to four subtests consisting of multiple choice questions will be given individually: 
Mathematics/Science, Language Arts/Social Studies, Verbal Reasoning and Nonverbal Reasoning

● The Math/Science and Language Arts/Social Studies subtests require students to recall, understand, 
and apply ideas and concepts they have learned (achievement)

● The Reasoning subtests requires students to solve new problems by identifying relationships 
among words, figures and pictures in an analogy format (aptitude)



I think my child might be gifted.  Where do I 
start?
1. The first person you should contact is your child’s teacher.  They can discuss the 

traits of a gifted student, their observations, and the QUEST process.
2. The teacher may indicate that s/he also sees traits of giftedness, does not see 

traits of giftedness, or feels that more time may be helpful.
3. You are welcome to complete a nomination form regardless of that conversation.  

If the teacher agrees with you, s/he will also complete a nomination form.  
4. Parent/Guardian only nomination forms will be reviewed in September, 

December, and June.
5. The nomination form can be found on the District website under 

“Departments”--“Curriculum & Instruction”--“Gifted & Talented–QUEST 
Program”.

6. After receiving the nomination form, the Gifted & Talented teacher will reach out 
to you and the classroom teacher with next steps in the process.



What happens if my child is found to be 
eligible for the program?
1. The Gifted & Talented (G&T) Teacher will meet with the child to discuss his or 

her interests.
2. The G&T Teacher will also meet with the classroom teacher to obtain teacher 

input and feedback on possible plans.
3. A tentative plan will be developed that contains modifications that enable the 

student to participate in, benefit from, and demonstrate knowledge and 
application of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards at their instructional 
level. These modifications may incorporate enrichment and/or acceleration in the 
classroom as well as project based learning activities that the student may work 
on independently or in conjunction with the G&T teacher during individually 
scheduled meeting times.

4. The parents/guardians will be invited to a meeting to discuss the tentative plan.  
Parent/Guardian feedback on the plan is always welcomed.

5. The plan will be signed by all parties.



Are there other enrichment opportunities for 
students who may not qualify for QUEST?

● Haddon Township is committed to meeting the individual needs and strengths of 
all students and consistently provides for differentiation within all areas of the 
curriculum. This allows the classroom teacher to provide each student with the 
instruction that is appropriate for him or her. 

● All students in grades K-2 will receive specialized lessons provided by the Gifted 
and Talented Teacher in their classroom.  These lessons will include activities 
focused on problem solving through, among other activities, pattern completion, 
analogy, reasoning, and spatial visualization. 

● We are currently exploring opportunities for an Odyssey of the Mind Club to be 
offered in the Middle School.



Questions?????

Contact info:
Lisa Henjes
lhenjes@htsd.us
Thomas Edison Elementary 
856-869-7715 ext. 3108

mailto:lhenjes@htsd.us


            Thank you!


